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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

CCall 706-6-7-781-180606

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ FOR ALL YOUR CON RETE NNCRETE NEEDSEEDS

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

  Mobile glass replacement services for windshields, 
door glass, back glass and sliders and vent glass. 

THE TRI-STATE AREA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA, 
NORTH GEORGIA & EASTERN TENNESSEE

  Mobile glass replacement services for windshields, 
door glass, back glass and sliders and vent glass. 

THE TRI-STATE AREA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA,
NORTH GEORGIA & EASTERN TENNESSEE

553 BLUE RIDGE STREET
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

553 BLUE RIDGE STREET
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512
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Mowing, Trimming, 
Blowing & Spraying

ucjstover@gmail.com
706-994-8879

Stover’s Lawn Care

jimmydpaints@gmail.com
facebook.com/jimmypaints

(7 06) 994-2392

Jimmy D’sJimmy D’s
Home PaintingHome PaintingCustomCustom

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling • Painting

Yard Maintenance
& Much More

Rally...from Page 1A

Blairsville Police Officers and Union County Sheriff’s Deputies teamed up to provide security 
for the July 11 “All Lives Matter” rally.                     Photo by Shawn Jarrard

event started with the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a prayer. 

Dr. Dan Eichenbaum, a 
regional radio personality known 
for his show “Dr. Dan’s Freedom 
Forum,” addressed those 
gathered about liberal values 
and natural rights enshrined in 
the U.S. Constitution, and about 
various threats to American 
freedom, the first and foremost 
he identified as socialism. 

Socialism, according to 
Dr. Dan, emphasizes groupthink 
and collectivism to the point 
where “you lose your individual 
freedom.” 

“You’re a member of a 
group, and you are required to 
do what’s good for the group 
regardless of what’s good for 
you,” he said. 

When this happens, he 
argued, some groups begin 
jockeying for position to get 
“special stuff at the expense 
of other groups,” effectively 
c r ea t ing  “p rov ide r”  and 
“recipient” classes, which he 
said ultimately leads to division 
and advocacy for fewer rights 
for the “provider class.” 

“ I s n ’ t  t h a t  w h a t ’s 
happening now?” Dr. Dan asked, 
before going on to detail what 
he perceived as modern-day 
encroachments on the rights of 
free speech and gun ownership, 
particularly for conservatives in 
America. 

Dr. Dan then touched on 
the May 25 killing of George 
Floyd by a Minneapolis police 
officer that resulted in waves 
of peaceful BLM protests as 
well as violent riots across the 
country, tying his speaking 
points together by criticizing the 
“groupthink and group division” 
of Black Lives Matter. 

“When one bad cop 
abuses any black man, all cops 
become bad and only black lives 
matter, and we know that just is 
not the case,” he said. “Because 
if you believe in God, you know 
that all lives matter to God, even 
the unborn. And how many of 
those have we murdered over the 
last 40 years? An unacceptable 
number. 

“So, the entire concept 
of Black Lives Matter and 
groupthink and group division 
is contrary to every principle 
on which our nation is founded: 
equal rights and equal justice 
under the law; equal opportunity, 
not equal outcomes; and the 
freedom of the individual to 
decide his own future.” 

Citing Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s ideal that people be 
judged based on character and 
not skin color, Dr. Dan said it 
was apparent that “the mob does 
not listen to Dr. King.” 

“The mob doesn’t listen 
to reason or logic,” he said. 
“The mob has one agenda: to 

overthrow our constitutionally 
elected president and the 
government and replace it with 
a collectivist socialist nightmare 
in which only the globalist elite 
will profit. 

“With the help of God, 
that is a tyranny that we must 
resist with all our strength and 
with all His strength. Tyranny 
is the end of individual freedom 
and the death of the human 
spirit. Resist tyranny.” 

The other scheduled 
speaker that day was a former 
longtime police officer named 
Jim, who preferred that his full 
name not appear in print. He 
offered a few examples from 
his career in law enforcement 
in another state, showcasing the 
various challenges officers come 
up against in their line of work. 

His testimony culminated 
in an emotional story about a 
young boy in terrible living 
conditions whose life he had 
a profound impact on decades 
ago because he showed he 
cared, with the tale ultimately 
demonst ra t ing  how the i r 
difference in skin color never 
came between them, even when 
others thought it should. 

“There’s officers across 
this entire United States that do 
the same thing that I did every 
day,” Jim said. “We all had the 
opportunity to come together 
when Mr. Floyd lost his life 

… every single police officer 
that I’ve talked to … said that 
was an atrocity, it should have 
never happened, and we all 
hope to God that that officer is 
prosecuted to the fullest extent. 

“But it’s not a systemic 
problem in this country. I 
said I wasn’t going to make it 
political, but by golly, it’s not. 
The systemic problem are the 
politicians that run those cities, 
those towns and those states that 
refuse to do anything to help 
their people.” 

Rob Mawyer of Blairsville 
was one of several attendees to 
speak after the event went open 
mic, and he used the opportunity 
to pump up support for law 
enforcement and first responders 
for the very difficult jobs they 
do to preserve life and property 
in communities around the 
country. 

“I want to steal a chant 
from the other s ide:  ‘No 
Justice, No Peace!’” Mawyer 
said. “That’s right; if there’s no 
justice in our streets, if mobs 
can take over those streets and 
throw rocks and water bottles at 
policemen, there should be no 
peace for our politicians. 

“We have to demand 
from our federal, state and 
local politicians that they back 
the police, they back the first 
responders, and they take back 
our streets before we have to.” 

Many demonstrators 
carried pro-police signs and 
waved flags at the rally, including 
the American flag, Thin Blue 
Line flag and hybrid flags. 

Aaron and Brandi Taylor 
of Blue Ridge brought two flags 
to the rally, one incorporating 
the American, Confederate and 
Gadsden flags into a single 
banner meant to promote 
“freedom of speech,” and another 
recognizing all first responders, 
including 911 dispatchers, EMS 
workers and more. 

“For the most part, our law 
enforcement and first responders 
put their lives on the line for us 
to keep law-abiding citizens 
safe, so I think it’s only fair that 
we’re out here taking care of the 
good ones,” Aaron said, adding 
that he supported all non-violent 
community efforts, including 
peaceful BLM protests. 

Wa t c h i n g  o v e r  t h e 
rally were officers with the 
Blairsville Police Department 

and Union County Sheriff’s 
Office, many of whom took 
time out of their weekends with 
family to work security for the 
event, which remained peaceful 
throughout. Also, there was no 
visible counterprotest near the 
courthouse. 

The organizer of the 
event, Jamie, encouraged people 
that evening to socially distance 
and wear masks if they had 
them due to COVID-19, but 
she said facial coverings were 
optional, because “it’s also the 
right of each person to make 
that choice.” 

All told, Jamie said she 
was pleased with the peaceful, 
positive nature of the All Lives 
Matter rally. In the future, she 
wants to focus less on rallies and 
more on directly coordinating 
events with local police and 
first responders, such as support 
dinners, and she’s hoping to start 
a website for her group. 

She said she was thankful 
for the many people who helped 
her organize the rally, and to 
Cherokee Guns in Murphy, 
North Carolina, for donating the 
speaker and microphone used in 
the event.


